
Title: Is this art?
Subtitle: I didn’t ask if you hated it. I asked if it was art.





Media Reaction



memes



Eating the banana



Comedian by Maurizio Cattelan
  

Conceptual art made in 2019

Debuted and sold out at Art Basel (a Miami 
based contemporary art fair)

Edition of 3 + 2 artists proofs 

All sold for $120,000-$150,000 each

One sold to a French Boutique owner, one 
was donated to the Guggenheim, others 
were purchased by unknown buyers



Art Basel

● Miami-based 
art fair

● Lots of 
high-end art

● $75 to get in
● Past and new 

works
● Parties spark 

up around



What did $150,000 actually buy?

A certificate

That’s kinda it



More on certificates

Outside the art world - a COA (Certificate of Authenticity) says “this thing next to 
the certificate is the real thing.”

What is a COA in the absence of the art?

Instructions on how to make the art

The right to show, sell, loan the art



Maurizio Cattelan

Italian Sculptor (mostly)

Satirist and Humorist

Hyper-realism

“Installations” AKA building art for the space it is in



Maurizio Cattelan Past Works

America
L.O.V.E.

Him

Self 
portrait



Art history

Sol Lewitt and 
instructions

Marcel Duchamp 
and nihilism 



Art history 2

Bananas and 
feminism - Natalia 
Lach-Lachowicz 
and Warhol

Duct Tape and the 
working class



Ok. But why did this piece get made? Why were people 
willing to pay for it?
Art as an investment

Art for the privileged few

Art as performance and participation



Art as participation

Ultimately - art is what we give attention to as art

Pro Wrestling

Art is about making us feel something - individually and as a group



So. Is it art? 

And do you 
hate it?



Sources

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=so8sB25IL4o

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=so8sB25IL4o

